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In statements to reporters on May 19, UN Development Programme (UNDP) chief administrator
William Draper said the UNDP is increasingly "invited to cooperate in the issue of governance"
due to its "acknowledged neutrality." Described as the world's largest multilateral development
assistance institution, the UNDP was created to provide technical and economic aid to developing
nations. According to the UNDP's annual activities report, released on the same day, in 1991 the
UNDP provided assistance to develop multi-party constitutional arrangements in Ghana and
helped set up Angola's electoral system. The UN organization has also taken an active role in the
Salvadoran peace process, supported the electoral process in Guyana and Haiti, accelerated the
process of political unification among four Caribbean nation-states, developed human rights centers
in Paraguay and Colombia, and provided support for the Kampala Forum on Security, Stability,
Development and Cooperation in Africa, sponsored by the Organization of African Unity. At an
organizational session of the UNDP governing council last February, the Chinese representative said
the UNDP's involvement in human rights was a violation of the UN charter and was tantamount
to interference in the domestic affairs of sovereign nations. The "Group of 77" (comprised of
128 developing nations) severely reprimanded the UNDP last year for implementing a "human
freedom index," described as grounded in western cultural and political values. According to the
Group of 77, the UNDP's political involvement will undermine its neutral and non-political nature,
considered to be the organization's greatest asset and comparative advantage. In response to these
criticisms, the UNDP report argued that political development is an integral part of the global
development process. The report said the UNDP "is encouraging participation at all stages of the
development process by a broader spectrum of respective populations" through initiatives related to
governance as well as the UNDP's increased focus in recent years on non-governmental sectors and
organizations. (Source: Inter Press Service, 05/19/92)
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